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THE natural history of diseases, which is the science of medicine, is usually described by means of the didactic method, which consists in giving all the facts and conceptions accepted at the time of publication about the four chapters of this natural history, i.e. the aetiological, the symptomatological, the physiopathological and the therapeutic. This didactic method, although good as a rough guide in everyday practice, is insufficient for intimate understanding of the particular disease, and provides no basis for future research. Thus it cannot be termed absolutely scientific. It needs to be completed, and in fact preceded by the historical method, which consists in studying step by step the development of medical research, thoiught, and practice referring to the four chapters of the natural history of diseases. Only the historical method enables us to understand the particular malady and gives us scope for future research and development. In all sciences, in physics, in chemistry, in mathematics, the historical method is applied as the highest scientific method. Science without history of scientific thought is inconceivable.
Probably in no other branch of medicine is the importance of the historical method so great as in endocrinology. The study of eunuchism through this method which I now present will, I think, contribute to a better understanding of this disease. History of medicine is not an occupation for purely scholarly or dilettante minds but in its more important aspect, that dealing with the development of medical thought, is the highest scientific method in medicine. Those who cultivate it obtain a more thorough understanding of medical problems and thus a greater certitude and style in their practice. THE ATIOLOGICAL CHAPTER: How EUNUCHISM ARISES Eunuchism means male castration. The term arises from two Greek words meaning "bed" and "gua,rding" and indicates the principal function of male castrates in ancient times. The ancient Greeks used also a terrm meaning "cut", which in its Latinized form "spado" was used by the Romans.
Eunuchs were employed by ancient Eastern peoples such as the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Chinese and some African peoples as special slaves or servants. Their asexuality, which, however, was not always complete, fitted them for employment as guardians and servants in harems. They were placed also in other confidential posts because, as a passagr in Xenophon's Cyropaedia indicates, being distinct froip the rest JUNE-HIST. OF MED. 1.
